DRUG FACTFILE

AMPHETAMINES

SLANG ‑ SPEED, WIZZ, UPPERS, BILLY Amphetamines are synthetic stimulant powders, normally white or pink in colour. The powder may be sniffed, injected, or formed into a tablet. Speed stimulates the nervous system, resulting in hyperactive behaviour, rapid speech and dry mouth. Short‑term effects are paranoia and depression, long‑term effects are damage to the heart and blood vessels.

CANNABIS

SLANG ‑ DOPE, GRASS, HASH, GANGA, BLOW, WEED Cannabis is the most common illegal drug and can be bought as leaves, stalks, and seeds (grass) or in a solid brown lump (hash). Cannabis is usually mixed with tobacco and rolled into a cigarette. Effects of the drug are relaxation, talkativeness, increased appetite, lack of coordination. Long‑term effects are increased risks for people with existing respiratory and heart disorders.

COCAINE

SLANG ‑ COKE, CHARLIE, SNOW Cocaine is a crystalline white powder which is commonly divided into lines and sniffed through a tube. The effects are a strong feeling of euphoria, mental capacity and increased confidence. As the effects wear off, these are replaced by restlessness and insomnia.Psychological dependence tends to develop quickly. Excessive doses can cause death from heart failure.

ECSTASY

SLANG ‑ E's, PILLS It comes in tablet form, usually white, and occasionally coloured capsules. Ecstasy is a stimulant which gives increased visual and acoustic sensory perception and can result in hallucinations. Ecstasy is often taken in clubs, and has been associated with dehydration and cardiovascular problems. Ecstasy depresses the area of the brain which regulates water loss.

LSD

SLANG ‑ ACID, SUGAR, TRIP, TAB, BLOTTER LSD is a synthetic white powder which may be made into capsules or impregnated on small cardboard squares with a motif on the side.  The drug is then taken by mouth. The effects are a 'trip' which peaks after 2 ‑ 6 hours and fades after 12 hours. The user will hallucinate and often feel depressed or panicky. Flashbacks may also occur.

MAGIC MUSHROOMS

SLANG ‑ SHROOMS

The most common species in the UK is the liberty cap. They can be eaten raw, cooked, brewed into a tea or dried. Effects include visual and sound distortions, intensified colours and changes in sense of time and place.

SOLVENTS

Products include butane gas lighter refills, correction fluids, glues, aerosols, paint thinners and petrol. The effects are similar to being drunk, users often feel lightheaded and dreamy. Sniffing can affect the heart and cause sudden cardiac arrest.

HEROIN

SLANG ‑ SMACK, JUNK, H, SKAG, BROWN, HORSE Heroin is a white powder in its pure form and a brown powder when impure.  It can be smoked, injected or sniffed. It produces a feeling of warmth. Dependence develops quickly, as does loss of appetite.

TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL

These are the most widespread drugs and are responsible for more deaths in the UK than any of the above.

